

ADOPTED 3/26/19



Introduced by Council Members R. Gaffney, Boyer, Newby, Love, Anderson and Gulliford and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Bowman, Pittman, Freeman, Hazouri and Wilson:
RESOLUTION 2019-144-A
A RESOLUTION Adopting THE EMERALD TRAIL  MASTER PLAN AND IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY WHICH INCLUDES BRANDING AND DESIGN STANDARDS; ENCOURAGING THE ADMINISTRATION TO follow THE EMERALD TRAIL MASTER PLAN IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE’S EMERALD TRAIL PLANNING AND REVITALIZATION AND ESTABLISH COORDINATED EFFORTS FOR THE consideration of the trail in FUTURE DEVELOPMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, an Emerald Trail Master Plan and Implementation Strategy (“Emerald Trail Plan”) has been prepared in response to the critical need to recognize the importance of connecting neighborhoods through greenways and to address the impacts of surrounding development activity, as well as the importance of the area as a historically significant community to Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS, the Emerald Trail Plan emphasizes connectivity, functionality, and creation of a sense of place for approximately 20 new miles of trails encircling the downtown area in loops, making it a 30-mile trail system when complete; and 

WHEREAS, the Emerald Trail Plan is built upon a strong foundation of community participation, which could not have been achieved without the tireless efforts of residents, business and property owners, community stakeholders, and the Path Foundation,   Kaizen Collaborative and Groundwork Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS, the Emerald Trail Plan includes the Branding and Design Standards necessary to implement the Emerald Trail Plan objectives; and

WHEREAS, the Emerald Trail Plan identifies the routes and corridors where trail segments will be located; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville supports implementation of the Emerald Trail Plan and the Design Standards, and hereby adopts the routes and corridors identified in the plan as the locations for future trails, consistent with all state and local procedural requirements; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Adopting the Emerald Trail Plan. The City of Jacksonville hereby adopts the Emerald Trail Plan, which includes the Branding and Design Standards and the corridors and routes designated therein, and is On File with the Legislative Services Division.  

Section 2.

Future Development adjacent to identified routes and Public Infrastructure in routes and corridors. The Council encourages the Administration to consider and incorporate the routes, corridors and design standards in all development reviews and staff reports for development adjacent to proposed trail segments and to incorporate the design standards and identified improvements in any capital projects the City may undertake on any of the rights of way identified as a trail route or corridor.

Section 3.

Coordinating Infrastructure and Community Development. The Council further supports and encourages the Administration to collaborate with Groundwork Jacksonville in community development projects and infrastructure projects to create synergies in the described area and to have coordinated efforts to ensure the mutual success of the infrastructure and community development as described in the Emerald Trail Master Plan.

Section 4.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.
Form Approved:
  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel
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